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No IMPORTANCE 


10 THE 


Church of of England. 


of a "Nation to be con- 


View, and every Pre- 
re brought to the 
Teſt of Reaſon and 


of Subj ects to be im- 
Pat conſidered, 11 a general En- 


Juiry made, how far Civil Diſcon- 
pn may be by Laws laid upon 


Perſons, for maintaining Opinions which 
do not affect the Civil Intereſts of Man. 
A _— kind; 


| ſidered in a Political 


Truth; were cheRights 


Eg) 77 
kind; were it enquired how far Men 

may be excluded from all Capacity to 

ſerve the Society in which they live, and 

to the Support of which they contri- 
bute, and to which, for very many 
Years together, they have ſhewin them- 
ſelves ſincere and hearty Friends, and 
been guilty of nothing which might 
make them forfeit their Rights, — Were 
ſuch an Enquiry as this made; and, in 
order to a fair Diſcuſſion, the Scene re- 
moved from Great Britain to Turkey, 
or Italy, or France: = I perſuade my 
ſelf that very few would find it reaſon- 
able, or for the publick Benefit, to ex- 
clude Chriſtiaus in the one Place, or 
Proteſtants in the other, from all Ca- 
pacity of bearing Offices; provided they 
were faithful Subjects, and ready to give 
ſufficient Aſſurances of their Allegiance. 
Whateyer then would appear right to a 
fair Enquirer, and fit to be done in zhoſe 

Places, ought to be applied to any and 
every particular Country. where there 
happens to be a Diſſention from the Re- 
ligion which has the Advantage of Civil 


. © 


Rewards and Encouragements. _ 
But ſo it is, that wherever Civil Re- 
wards are annexed to any particular Re- 
ligious Society, and by that means it 
| Projpers in this World's Goods, it is mn 
N often 


7 5 


often hard to obtain even a Toleration of 
other Sets: Or if at any Time any Bur- 
dens and Inconveniences, or any Civil 
Diſcouragements are laid upon ſuch as are 


of different Sentiments, it is with the 
utmoſt Difficulry that one can ever get 


them removed. There is always ſome 
Pretence of Intereſt, ſomething or other 
under the Notion of Se/f-defence or Secu- 
 rety, which prevailing on the Bulk of the 


Party in Power, difinclines them from 

doing what political Juſtice demands, and 
' what all Parties when undermoſt uniyer- 

Ally confeſs to be right. 

Tis thus with us at this Time. 

There are Men of Abilities, who ima- 

gine the Teſt AF to be of great Impor- 
tance to the Church; they repreſent it 


as a © Point of great Weight, that © the 


Lords and Commons in former Days 
have judged ir a Thing ## and rea- 
* ſonable co retain the Teſt: Nay, that 
© neither Houſe did once attempt to re- 


_ © hieve the Diſſenters in the Point of the 


© Teſt Act, notwithſtanding thoſe Teſti- 

* monies of Zeal of their Service, before 
© the Revolution. — This will ſhew that 
both Houſes put a juſt Diſtinction be- 
| b Tween the relieving of Conſcience, and 

+ the entitling to Power.” Hence they 
argue, < a That doubtleſs, the regular Me- 


© thod 
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(6) 
© thod is, firſt to endeavour to bring 
© Diſſenters by all proper and reaſon- 
able Means to a good liking of Both 
Parts of the Eſtabliſhment ; and when 
© that, was effected, the Way was fairly 
© open to an equal Participation of the 
9 . and Advantages of Both.“ That 
if the Teſt were a Thing fo very abo- 
* Minable as has been repreſented of late, 
© the Legiſlatures in fue ſucceſſive Reign 
© would have ſeen the Abomination, and 
© not have ſuffered ſuch an horrible Ini- 
_ © quity, to reſt upon the Nation: At 
© leaft, that they would not ayowedly 
© have approved and ratified it from Time 
to Time, by ſo many freſh and re- 
< peated Sanctions. - Charity would in- 
<.cline one to believe, that this Point 
< muſt certainly have been conſidered by 
© them in ſome other Light. 
When one comes to conſider the Force 
of all this; it cannot be denied, That 
the Lords and Commons of thoſe Days 
Judged it fit and reaſonable to make the 
Sacramental Teſt : and the Legiſlature 
ſince,” has not thought fit to repeal it. 
Bar that it therefore follows, that it ought 
to be continued ſtill, is a Conſequence 
by no Means true, or fair. For it does 
not follow, that Whatever the Legiſla- 
ture. During five ſucceſſive Reign : 


* 
f % "0 - > d 


hath thought fit not to R 


tinued for ever. Tis poſſible, that the 


Circumſtances of a Nation may be ſuch, 
that the Legiſlature may not attend to a 


particular Evil. Tis poſſible, that when 
the fame Body of Men lie under many 


Evils, they themſelves may apply only 


for the Remedy of the Greateſt Not 


that they thereby declare, or can be un- 
derſtood to declare, that other Evils are 
not Evil, or that they do not feel them, 
or wiſh to be rid of them; but that if 


they were to apply for the Redreſs of a// 


Evils at one Time, they would be ſure 


to have none remedied. s 

f how dre. al Attempts in Favour of 
the Diſſenters before the Revolution were 
certainly to free them from rhe Penal 
Laws; Evils fo ſtrong, ſo preſſing, fo 
dreadful, that no wonder if the Parlia- 


ment, as Occaſion offered, attempted to 
give a Relief to Conſcience. But ſuppo- 


ing that the Parliament before the Re- 


volution artempted nothing further; or 


ſuppoſing that the Diſſenters themſelves, 


in thoſe Days of Violence, and under 
the immediate Apprehenſions of Popery, 


deſired nothing further; yet it will not 
follow that they may not mow, or that 


they 


| epeal, is, Fhere: 
fore Right in it ſelf, and fit to be con- 


v4 * 
— 0 7 "ay 
—— — 
r 
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the 8 0 oug br not, to. wiſh and deſire a Re. 
$ of a manifeſt Iojury to them. 

The Burdens laid upon Diſſenters were 
N very many; and for five ſuc. 
© cellive Reigns,” they were multiply d 

n them. Queen Elizabeth began the 
Jos Laws, and they were continued 
till the Act of 7 en put an End to 
them, thro” her Rei and thoſe. of 
James I. C harles I. C 5 5 II. James II. 
Now I argue concerning Penal Laws, 
juſt as this Author does concerning the 
Sacramenral Teſt: If Penal Laws were 
Things ſo very abominable as has been 
repreſented of lare, the Legiſlature in 
© frve ſucceſſive Reigus would have ſeen 
the Abomination, and not have ſuffer- 
ed ſuch an horrible Iniquity to reſt 
upon the Nation; at leaſt they would 
not avowedly have. approved and ra- 
tified them from Time to Time by ſo 
many freſh and repeated SOT 
Charity would incline one to believe, 
that this Point muſt certainly have been 
conſidered by them in ſome other 
Light.” No doubt they conſidered theſe 
Penal Laws, as uſeful to the Publick, 
as the proper Means to bring the 
Diſſenters by ſuch wholſome Severities 
ta good Liking of the Eſtabliſhment ; 


. Or 


* 


AAA * 9 a «a XA 


. 


Or if they co 
conform. Would any one therefore ar- 


gue, that fince the Penal Laws were ne- 


as an Abomznation, during five ſucceſ- 


© five Reigns; 6r becauſe they were 
never during 
an horrible Iniquity; that therefore they 
ought ro be continued ſtill? Tis cer- 
tain, that ao thoſe Things are ſeen to 
be an Abomination, which once, du- 
I xing five ſucceſſive Reigns, were looked 


upon as great Securities to the Church. 
And therefore this Topick is of no Force, 
unleſs it be allowed, that Penal Laws 


ought not. to have been repealed, be- 
cauſe during five ſucceſſive Reigns, 
they were repeated and continued unre- 
pealed. Nor do I conceiye that any one 
would urge ſuch a Topick as this on 
any other Occafion ; or ſpend his Time 


to ſhew, that what an) Parliament had 


once „ N fit to impoſe, That muſt 
be fit and reaſonable in it ſelf to be 
continued. The Impoſer, I will allow, 


may judge it fit and reaſonable at that 


Time" But if another Parliament ſhould 
ſee Reaſon to Repeal ſuch an Act, then 
ment is at an End. © mY 

1 8 8 - "= 


\ 


the Argument from the former's Judg- 


Or if they could not make Men approve, 
yet certainly they deſigned to make then 


that Time conceived to be 
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. But as proper Meaſures were hereto- 
fore taken to bring the Diſſenters by 
© all proper and reaſonable Means to a 
good Liking of 607h Parts of the Eſta- 
< bliſhment,* it ſeems, they themſelves 
have raiſed new Obſtructions to this Work, 
and now have rendered all Attempts to 
open a Way to an equal Participation. 
of the Benefits and Advantages of the 
Eſtabliſnment impracticable. How ſo? 
Why, © many among them have given 
us to underſtand, that unleſs they are 
gratified in ſome Doc rina Points allo, 
they muſt remain at a greater Diſtance 
from us than ever.“ Be theſe © Doc- 
< trinal Points' what you will, ( unleſs 
they are ſuch as affect the Civil Rights 
of Mankind, which is not here pretcnd- 
ed) they are no reaſonable Obſtruction 
to the Enjoyment of the Common Rights 
of Subjects. Cannot the Law be exe- 
cuted, Juſtice adminiſtred, or an Office 
be ſerved faithfully, unleſs a Man's Opi- 
nions about any Doctrinal Point (can- 
vaſs'd among Divines) be rediiced to a 
 modiſh Standard? Or what is the Uſe of 


a Legal Toleration, if it be not to bear 


with ſuch as in Conſcience cannot com- 

ply with eſtabliſhed Opinions? But be- 
ides; may not a Diſſenter ask, Whether 

«ll that conform to the Church n 
5 A | ed, 


— 


ed, are of one and the ſame Mind in all 
Dactrinal Points? Are all that are 
employed in the Miuiſtry of the Goſpel 
uniform in their Sentiments, even in 
Points of great Conſequence? Are the 
Laity, as well as Clergy, ſo exactly of 
one Sentiment in © Doctrinal Points,” 
that there are no Diſputes, no Contro- 
yerſies, amongſt Conformiſts? Now if Di- 
verſity of Opinions among Churchmen, 
is not a Reaſon to exclude them from 
the Benefits and Advantages of Places or 
Preferments, why ſhould this fame Thing 
make the Diſſenters uncapable of Fa- 
yours in the ſame Manner? 
But if there were no Difficulty, either 
about Doctrines, or the Sub/cription 
to them; yet their Falling into the 
* new Notion, that the Eſtabliſhment of 
National Churches by Civil Authority 
lis deſtructive of Liberty, and greatly - 
* injurious. to Religion, would of it ſelf : 
ont an End to all Expedients, for-their 
« Vaiting with che Eſtabliſhed Church. 
One would imagine from hence, that 
every Man that is to reap any Benefit 
or Advantage in the State, was obliged 
N to profeſs the Articles of his 
Faith ; or at leaſt to Subſeribe the Thirty 
Nine Articles, in order ta be employ 'd 
in any Office. I will admit, that the Dif- 
a _—_ ſenters 
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ſenters have Objections Againſt sub⸗ 

© {criptions to Creeds and Articles;* and 

oF they cara gan Invaſions of ww | 
berty, and Uſurpations 

ec Lib What has this to do wich 

the Teſt Act? Do any Laymen Sub- 


ſeribe the Articles, in order to their 
having or enjoying Places, or Prefer- 


ments? Is chat a nèceſſary Qualification 
for any Officer, — from the Con/table 
up to 8 firſt Minift er of State ? Why 

en ſhould that be arch as a Difficulty 
apainſt a Diſſenter, which is no where 


* among the Churchmen them. 


.- - > 
But their Notions are ſuch as © put an 


End to all Expediems for their Uni- 
4 ting with the Church 


And ſuppoſing the worſt chat can be 


- hors fappoled, that they never do unite 
with 1. e Church, What is the Uſe or De- 


ſign of an Act of Tadulgence, but for the 
Benefit of ſuch as cannot conform to the 
eſtablihed Rites, or Doctrines? They 
that plead for the Repeal of che 7% 
Act, would not do it at the Expence of 
the Act of Tuleration, the good Effects 
of Which are acknow ledged to have been 
found by long Experience. If therefore 


| any of the Diffenters have "their Dif- 


ficulties eee and . 
re 


= ) 
fore. never can unite to the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, they, can -be but as- they are; 
diſunited; and then they muſt live as 
they do now, under the Enjoyment of 
their Toleration: And they may die in 
their Perſwaſion, and yet the State may 
never ſuffer by ſuch Subjects, more than 
it has or does by ſuch as have confor- 
med, and yet have differed in Doctrinal 
Points from one another. If they 
their Taxes, and ſubmit to the Laws, aud 
ate Peaceable, Loyal, and Obedient, tho” 
they are not united to the Church, what 
Muchief will ariſe from that to che State? 
Or what Harm accrues to any Man, that 
bis Neighbour does not frequent the ſame 
publick Worſhip, more than does, from 
is not going to the ſame individual 
Church 2 What is that mighty Injury, 
that in going to ſerve God, one turns to 
the Right Hand, another to the Left, . 
when he goes out of his Houſe bo de 
his Maker? 
When the Author of The Hz of 
= the Teſi Act had argued that © the Le- 
* giflatures in five ſucceſſive Reigns,'could 


never have imagined the Teſt ſo abomi- 
a able as has been of late repreſented; be- 
5 cauſe if they had, © they would not have 
a ſuffered ſuch an horrible Iniquity to 
3 i oo upon the Nation; he then pro- 
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ceeds to give us what he ſuppoſes to 


be their Thoughts :' And he may, for 


ought either He or I know, have given 


us a Piece of true Hiſtory. However, 


whatever were the Reaſons which pre- 
vailed with the Legiflature in thoſe © five 
© ſaccefſive Reigns, under which the Sa- 
cramental Teſt was appointed and ratifi. 
ed, and continued; tis certain, that 
thoſe which this Writer ſuppoſes for 


them, either were not the true ones, or 


elſe one may be confident, that the Le- 


gifſature ated upon ſuch Principles as 


will not juſtify what was done. This Au- 


thor ſtares them thus. Thar in a Chri- 


<'ſtian Country it is fit and reaſonable 


that thoſe who are to be imploy'd in 


© the publick Adminiſtration, ſhould give 
* ſome 'publick Teſtimony of their be 

ing Chriſtians. 8 
Admitting here the firſt principle. vi. 


That it is fit and reaſonable that in a 
Chriſtian Country Men ſhould give ſome 


< publick Teſtimony of their being Chri- 
© /tzans,” in order to their being imploy d 
in any Place of a Civil Nature: yet it 
muſt be remembred all along, that Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters are acknowledged to be 

Chriſtians ; and therefore this publick 
'T Lore & here is Needleſs n 


How: 15 


SS „ 
However, if this was a fundamental 
Principle with thoſe Legiſlatures in 


© thoſe five ſucceſſive Reigns, how came 


it to paſs that they did not contrive a 
Teſt which would exclude all Atheifts 
and Deiſis Or were there no ſuch 
Men in the Days of that moſt Religious 
and Gracious King Charles Il ? The Prin- 
ciple, it ſeems, upon which thoſe Men 
reaſoned was, that none but Chriſtians 
ſhould be imploy d in a Chriſtian Coun- 
try to ſerye the Publick. When this 
Principle comes to be applied to Practice 


by theſe very Men, the effect is.— That 


ſome acknowledged Chriſtians are exclu- 

ded from even a Capacity of being im- 

ploy'd; and others, who are 20 Chri- 

ſtians, are imploy'd. Either theſe Men 

were very ill Reaſoners, or elſe.this Prin- 
ciple was not in their Thoughts when 
they made this Teſt AG.  _ 


5 8 


He goes on a Step further. That 
from © the moſt early Times of Chri- 
* ſtianity, the actual joining in Com- 

© munion has ever been eſteem'd the 
_ * moſt proper Proof that Men were 
* Chriſttans.” | 


Now admitting 1/7, That this was ſo, 


© in the moſt early Times * yet if it be 


viſible that it is not fo now, whatever 
Inferences might have been made for- 
- merly 
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erh from thence, will not hold good 
Bor. Again; Admitting, that the joining 


vill not hold good 


in Communion is a proper Proof that Men 


are Chriſtians; yet it does not follow, 


that whoſoever does not join in Com- 


 miknion with a particular Society of 


Chriftians, is not a Chriſtian. For not- 


withſtanding a Diſſenter refuſes to join 


in Communion with the Church of Eng- 


Land, yet does it not follow, that he is, or 
dught to be looked upon as x0? a Chri- 
ſtian. Therefore, 3 4%, If none but Chr: 
Fiunt ought to be imploy'd in Civil Of- 


fices in a Chriſtian Country, and the re- 


46: 


ceiving the Sacrament be any Evidence 


chat a Man is a Chriſtian; che moſt thai 
_ will follow is, that if a Diſſenter re- 


ceives the Sacrament in his own Way, 
at his own Meeting, he is perfectly qua- 
lifted for any Civil Office. For the 


Dyſſenters receſy ing the Sacrament in 


their own Ways, give as proper and ſuf, 


ficient Proof that they are Chriſtians, a 


 Churchmens od e to the 
Ute of the Church 7 


do, or 
r 


7 
2» 


A. + 


can'give. _ 1 
But the Difliculty does not turn upon 
this, Whether the receiving the Commu- 


« £%, * 4 


oe 


nion be a proper Proof that a Man is 
Chriſtian, — But, whether the receiving 
the Communion be a juſtifiable Qualifi- 


cation 


„ my” Pb PA ., a aw 


TK „„ 
- 4 „ *; 


ro eto wee 12 it "maſt 4 proved, 


that ach 


a 


Qualification is no Profa- 
aal ion of the 
it is ſo received: And it muſt be ſhewn, 
that Po/zticians have a Right to a apply 


Lord's Supper, wherever 


this Supper to ſecular Purpoſes, 
plied and inſtituted for other 
or ſuppoſing it to be neceſſary, 


Chriſt a 
Ends. Th 


a Purpoſe. 


that the State muſt have Aſſurance, thar 
its Officers are Chriſtians, yet a Chriſtian 
State muſt not be guilty of Profaning the 
moſt facred Ordinance of Chriſt for ſuch. 


In this Argument then 8 is a dou. 


ble Weakneſs; 1 


7, in that it ſuppoſes 


that the joining in Communion accord- 


ing to the Rites of the Church of Eng - 
land is © the moſt Proper Proof — 
Mien are Chriſtiaus, at the ſame Time, 
that it is known that even Atbeiſis and 


Deiſts do join in Communion for the 


Sake of Offices : And 24/y, pelt 


that this proves this Point, yet it does 
not follow that any State has a Right 


to make the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper a Qualification for Civil Offices. 
The next Step is, 


That for the Sake of Publick Peace 
© and Order, and that Church and 4 


* be a mutyal S 50. A Te 
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© ther, it was further Expedient, that 
© "Perſons employ'd in the State ſhould 
be Chriſtians, conforming to the Mor- 
© ſhip approved and eſtabliſhed by the 
© State.” Here every Word is to be proved, 
Www 

1. What is the Meaning of public 
© Peace and Order, to which Conformity 
to the Worſhip approved and eſtabliſh- 
© ed by the State, is expedient?” Publick 
Peace and Order is in Fact preſery'd with- 
out Conforming to the Worſhip eſtabliſh- 
ed by our own State: It is no more in- 
fringed by not receiving the Sacrament 
in a particular Place, or upon a particu- 
lar Occaſion, than it is by wearing dif- 
ferent coloured Clothes, or by uſing dif- 
ferent Poſtures in our Devotions at diffe- 
rent Times. It ſo happens that in dif- 
ferent Places, Church Service begins at 
different Hours; and by this Means 
ſcarce two Congregations at the ſame 
Time are in the fame Poſture: Nay; if 

any one could ſurvey the Nation at the 
| ſame Inſtant, he would ſee ſome Sitting; 
ſome Standing; ſome Kneeling; others 
not at Church at all: And yet this is all 
conſiſtent with public Peace. V ou that 
are at St. Paul's, are not concerned in 
the Actions of thoſe in any neighbour- 
ing Church; but you are doing your 
1 Fs ä 


„ 
_ own Duty. Is the © publick Peace” bro- 
ken, either by others not going ſo ſoon, _ 
or perhaps ſooner, to Church? Or by 
other Peoples not being in the fame Po- 
ſture at the ſame Time? No. How is it 
then that © publick Peace and Order' is 
preſery'd, when People are thus variouſly 
employ'd ? Peace therefore and Order 
does not conſiſt in Uniformity of Po- 
ſture, or in Uniformity of Action, at 
the ſame Time: No not at the ſame 
Time in the ſame Place, ſince Peace and 
Order may be preſerved in Difference 
of Poſtures; or in not Conforming at 
all to the eſtabliſhed Forms of Worthip. 
If therefore a Juſtice f Peace were to 
attend the publick Service in one Place, 
and another in the ſame Office were to 
go to another Place of Worſhip ; theſe. 
Two would be to cach other, juſt what 
Two Congregations are to each other, 
that aſſemble at different Times: 72. e. no 
Peace would be broke by either of them. 
e es 
That Church and State might be a 
mutual Support to each other, it is 


* 


© expedient that all in Office ſhould con- 


. 


| form to the eſtabliſh'd Worſhip. Here 
, again I muſt ask, what he means by the 
Word, Church? Does he mean, all Chri- 
ſtians. in the State? Then his Poſition 
n) 


N. >. : 1 Sent — ve 
0 


- 


is, That 4/1 Chriſtians may ſupport the 
State, and reciprocally the State ſupport 
all Chriſtians, it is expedient that all 
ſhould comply with the Form of Wor- 
ſhip eſtabliſhed. This indeed will want 
ſubſtantial Proof, that exact Confor- 
mity in all is expedient to © /ipport the 
State - That Conformity to the Croſs in 
Papriſio to Surplices, to Kneeling at the 
Communion, &c. have any Tendency 

to ſupport the State, is not ar firſt Sight 
ſo very plain. Does he then, by 85 
Church, mean any one Party of Chri- 
ſtians in the Stare ? Then the Poſition 
is, That for the Sake of publick Peace, 
the State and one Party of Chriſtians are 
each to ſupport the other againſt all o- 
ther Chriſtians ; and that, with a View 
to this, all employ'd in the State ſhould 
conform to the Stare Religion againſt all 
other Chriſtians. In this Scheme the Sa- 
crament is to be received in a particular 
Manner, and to be made a Bond of U- 
nion in ſome Chriſtians againſt others. 
f Did our Bleſſed Saviour intend lis Sacra · 
ment for theſe Purpoſes; or ought not 
ſuch a Perverſion to be branded With the 
name of horrible Iniquity? Or would 
a Chriſtian Parliament ever reaſon in 
fo Weak or wicked a Manner, conitrary 
to the Nature of the Sacrament, and con 
| | 9 tr⸗rary 


0 21 ) 


traty to every, Rule which our Saviout 


laid down for his Diſciples, and con- 
traty to the Ends that they themſelyes 
pioßoled? 15 

As the Word Church is thus uniutel. 
mile, the next is the Word, State: As 
hard a Word in this Paſſage as the other. 
For if, by State. be meant the whole 
Cern which has entered into So- 


ciety for the Preſervation of their Civ 


Intereſts; then thoſe who do not con- 
form, are a Part of this State, and to be 
| ſupported. as well as all others. If on 
the other hand by State, be meant on- 
ly one Part of the Stare, then the 
Propoſition is, — that in order for mu- 
tual Support, tis fit that one Party of a 
Community ſhould be obliged to take 
the A medt in Excluſion of another 
Part of the ſame Community, Who are 
a8 good Subjects, pay as well and as 
much to all Taxes, and haye never done 
any Thing to forfeit any Favours. Is 

the Sacrament intended for this?: 
But further. Tis Expedient that 
© Perſons employ'd in the / State ſhould 
conform to the Worſhip approved by 

© the State. I ask. Why is it Axpeazenr 
The Anſwer is, © for Peace 5 Order 
© fake, and for mutual Support of Church 
and State. If this Argument proves any 
thing, 
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thing, it proves not that the Sacramen- 
tal Teſt ſhould be impoſed or continued; 
but that, there ſhould be an entire Con- 
| formity to the whole Church Worſhip, 
For the Argument proceeds thus: 1 
fit and reaſonable that in a Chriſtian 
State Men ſhould, in order to be em- 
Poor g, be Chriſtians: The moſt proper 
Proof of Men's being Chriſtians, is ta- 
king the Sacrament. The true Conſe- 
quence of this is, as I have already ob- 
Jeryed, _ not that the preſent Teſt Act 
ſhould be continued; bur that whoſoever 
receives the Sacrament is qualified for Ci- 
vil Offices, let him receive it any where. 
But this not anſwering the Purpoſe, tis 
added, that for the Sake of publick 
© Peace and Order, and that Church and 
State might be a mutual Support to 
each other, it was further Expedient, 
that Perſons employ'd in the State, 
ſhould be Chriſtians conrFoRMING 
to the Worſhip approved and eftabliſh- 
© ed by the State, The Sacramental 
Teſt is now forgot; and entire Co x- 
© FORMITY #0 the Worſhip approved 
© by the State is made expedient. Now 
it is impoſſible that That Parliament 
which impoſed the Teſi Act ſhould rea- 
fon in this Manner; becauſe That never 
made CoNTORMIT I fo the Worſhip 


Eta. 
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SF . > 
eftabliſhed the Qualification for Offices ; 
but only this one Act of Conformity, 
to receive the Sacrament according to 
the Uſage of the Church of Englaud. 


once within three Months after a Per- 


ſon was in Office, Now 'tis well known 
that a Man may do this, and not con- 


form to the Worſhip eſtabliſhed in any 


| other Inſtance during his whole Life. 


One would be apt to ſuſpect that ſome 


other Principle was here dropt, and 
thus to be ſupplied, © The State may 
accept a Part for the Whole; the Sa- 


ctamental Teſt inſtead of the Whole 


Worſhip approved by the State. _ 
But if this were the Caſe, then the 
| Reaſon laſt urged is quite Foreign, that 
* it is further expedient, that all em- 


©ploy'd in Civil Offices ſhould conform 


A 


© to the Worſhip eſtabliſhed —- by the 
**Szate, For then it would be evident, 
that Conformity is not neceſſary, for 
Peace and Orders ſake; nor is Confor- 
mity neceſſary in order that the Church 


and State ſhould be a mutual Support to 


each other. Not therefore to put a 


Queſtion which a Diſſenter may ask 


—How came the Civil Magiſtrate by 
Authority to intermeddle with Affairs of 
Conſcience ? I ſhall put it thus: Since 
publick Peace and Order may be pre- 


ſerved 
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ſeryed- without Con 3 to the. Stan- 
dard of the State Religion, (and we ſee 
it ſo in Fact ſince the Toleration has been 
granted) why is Church Conformity here 
made expedient to Peace and Order? 
We have then here Three Principles 
laid down by this Writer, as the Prin- 
ciples of thoſe Legiſlatures, which made, 
or continued, the Teſt Act. By the 
Firſi of theſe, thoſe that are employ d 
in the publick Adminiſtration are to give 
ſome publick Teſtimony that they are 
Chriſtians. Now this. could not be the 
Intention of thoſe Legiſlators, becauſe 
they had no doubt that Proteſtant, and 
Popiſh Diſſenters tog, were both of 
E Chriſtians. They were convinced 
of this, and neither asked nor required 
any Teſtimony, publick or private, of chis 
Point: Or if this had been their View, 
they might haye let into the publick Ad- 
miniſtration, both Papiſts. and Prote-. 
| ſtant Diſſenters; and Would have con- 
triyed to have excluded Atheiſts and De- 
ſts, and Injfidels of all Sorts: But in- 
ſtead of this, they ordered Matters ſo. 
as. to exclude ſuch. as they: believed and 
owned to be Chriſtians; and they let 
in ſuch as they Knew to be not Chri- 
flians. By the Second Principle, all that. 
can be inferr'd is, . the e the. 
Ot» 


- 


— 


Communion in their own Meetings is 
4 ſufficient Qualification for any Office: 


And by the Third, Not the Sacramen- 
tae Teſt, but entire Conformity is ne- 


ceſſary. Did the Legiſlature © in five 
« ſucceſſive Reigns,” reaſon thus weak- 


ly. or argue upon ſuch incoherent Prin- 
ciples? Surely it is no Compliment to 
| their good Underſtandings, to fay they 

I in this Manner : Nor will any 


| one believe that this Matter was ma- 


_ © turely conſidered by as able Heads as 
any Age has produced,” if they could 
| reaſon no better than thus. 


»Tis added: That Rules and Laws | 


© are not therefore bad in themſelves, —— 

© becauſe bad Men abuſe them.” Ts 
if Rules and Laws are Good and Right, 
they are not to be eſteemed Bad, be- 
cauſe bad Men ill uſe them. But the 
Evil here is, That when the Sacrament 
is made a'Qualification for any Civil Of- 
fice, it is applied to Ends for which 
Chriſt never deſigned it; for Purpoſes 


which he never intended: It is perverted 


From Spiritual to Civil Ends ; from the 
| Religious End, to make Men better, to 
a Support of one Party of Chriſtians a- 


gal 

Wer he but of Party and Diviſion : 

Not in Remembrance of the Death of 
D * Chriſt, 


t another; not as a Symbol of 
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Chriſt, bur in Memory of the Grant of 


an Office. 

As a parallel Caſe it is W TIE © That 
in private Life, if a Maſter of a Fa- 
mily make a Rule, that he will en- 
tertain no Servant, who does not re- 
ceive the Sacrament at the Three great 
Feſtivals; the Rule is good, tho' tome 
Servants may comply with it only for 
the Sake of keeping their Station in 
© the Family,” The Maſter of a Family 


” a INF 2B go * oY 


. 


has no doubt a perfect Liberty to eſta- 
bliſh- what Rules he thinks moſt proper 
for the Benefit of his Family, But the. 


Argument is very faulty, when the 
Right of the Civil Magiſtrate. in poli- 


tical Affairs is deduced from the Power 


of a Maſter over his Seryants. In a 
Civil Society, ever 7 Member that iS in 
Fact admitted as a Subject, has a Right 


to all the Privileges of the Society, un- 
leſs he forfeits his Pretenſtons. And 
hence it is that the Difference betwixt | 


the private Rights of a Maſter of a Fa- 
 mily, and of a Governor of a Common- 
weal, is apparent. 'The Maſter of a Fa- 
mily may except againſt the Colour, the 
Look, the Hair, the Shape of any Per- 


fon, and refuſe the Admittance of ſuch 


into his Service: But a State has no 
Right to object againſt a Subject's being 
e 0 * 


— 


[C 27 
2 Member of the Society, becauſe he 
has red Hair, a brown Complexion, a 


| fquinting Eye, or a crooked. Back; nor 


can it with Juſtice exclude any ſuch Per- 
ſons from its Benefits. For Society be- 
ing form'd for mutual Defence, and the 
Security of Property, ſuch Circumſtances 
of Perſonage are not at all inconſiſtent 


with all gd of Civil Government, 


ſince the good of the Society may be as 
well provided for by ſuch Men, as by o- 
thers: and therefore to eject or baniſh all 


ſuch, or not to permit them to live as 
Members of the Community, would be 


really to weaken the Society, and would 
be ivfinitely detrimental to it. But in 
the private Concern of Families, ſuch 
Perſons may be improper, not "uſeful, 
nor ſerviceable, perhaps hurtful in many 
Caſes ; and as the Maſter is the ſole 


Judge of the Qualifications he wants, 
and no Man has any Night to be the 


Seryant of any one, or to live in any 
Man's Houſe, the Maſter may be as 
much at Liberty to chooſe his own Ser- 
vant, as he is to buy or hire op Con- 
venience whatever. 

A private Maſter therefore may make 
what Rules he thinks fit for himſelf, con- 
ſiſtent with the ſuperior Obligation he 
* in to the Society of which he isla 
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Member. But a State has no Right to 
to treat its Jutjects in the lame Man- 
ner that a Maſter of a Family may his 
Servants. The Maſter may refuſe to 
admit Servants into his Family ; the 
State has admitted its Subjes, and can't 
baniſh them without ſome Crime of 
theirs which makes them forfeit their 
Rights. The one can command Eating 
and Drinking, and Working at ſuch 
Hours as ſuit his Conveniency or Bu- 
ſineſs: The State has no Right to med- 
dle with ſuch Appointments; becauſe 
the Ends of Society are not promoted 
or injured by any ſuch Actions of its 
Subjects. What therefore the One may 
lawfully do, in the other may be Op- 
preſſion, or Tyranny, or Uſurpation: 
And this will ſufficiently ſhew a Rea- 
| don why the Maſter of a Family may, if 
he :pleates, oblige. his Servants to receive 
the Sacrament thrice a Lear, or if they do 
not he may turn them out of his Fami- 
1y.: But a State or Body Politick may 
have no ſuch Power to exclude from its 
Benefits or Advantages, ſuch. of its Sub- 
jects as do not receive the Sacrament, 
or to baniſh them out of the Society. 
But whatever the Reaſons were, upon 
which the Two Houſes acted in King 
Charles Ild's Time, or whether they 
>. it © ace 
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ated with, or without, Reaſon, it is, 1 


apprehend, of no great Conſequence to 


us: For the Reaſon which prevailed 
then may have ceaſed ; the Circumſtances 
of Things and Perſons may be changed ; 
and then the real Queſtion is, of what 


Importance to the Church and State theſe 


Acts are now ? If the Teſt and Corpo- 


ration Acts ſhould be repealed, what 
would be the Conſequence ? What would 


be the Damage to the Church, or to the 


State, at this preſent Inſtant ? This Point. 


which is the only one of any Conſe- 


quence, ought to be examined careful- 


ly : And therefore I will cbnſider every 
Thing that has been ſuggeſted by this 
Author, in his Hiſtory of the Teſt Act. 
When it was © alledged in behalf of 


the Diſſenters, that they have no ill 
Intention to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


Lor if they had, that their Numbers are 


too inconſiderable to hurt it: This 
Author gives us the ſeveral Replies which 
he conceives may anſwer this Objection. 
1. © That the introducing a Form of 


Government and Worſhip, very dif- 
<[ferent from That of the [Eſtabliſhed 


Church, is what their Judgment and 
| $ Conſcience directs them to.“ Nowò, 


This 


SE 


=. 

This may be allowed, and yet the 
Repeal of the Teſt or Corporation Acts 
give them no more Opportunity of in- 
troducing any other Form of Govern- 


ment than they have now. Theſe Acts 
are not the Acts which Eftabliſhed Epiſ- 


copacy; nor do they eſtabliſn the Wor- 
ſhip now uſed in the Church of Eng- 


land; nor are they the Security of the 


bs Doctrine, or Diſcipline, or Rights, or Re- 


venues of the Church: And conſequent- 
ly, ſhould the Teſt and Corporation Acts 


be repealed, neither the Doctrine nor Diſ- 
cipline, nor Intereſt of the Church would 


be hurt. Nd, nor would they be at all 


Preſervation of the publick Peace, both 


weaken'd by ſuch Repeal: For what is 


it that the Corporation or Teſt Acts re- 


quire ? The former enacts, that for 


© in Church and State That Commiſ- 
© flons ſhall — be iſſued forth — unto 


© ſach Perſons as his Majeſty ſhall ap- 


point for the executing of the Powers 


© and Authority herein after expreſ- 


© ſed.” Then having repeated what theſe 


Commiſſioners were to do, F 12, it is 


added, * provided alſo, and be it enacted 
© by the Authority aforeſaid, That from 


© and after the Expiration. ef: the ſaid 


© Commiſſions, no Perſon or Perſons 
F - for ever hereafter be rang: e- 
lected, 


ol 
5 ; 
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n 
© lected, or choſen in, or to any of the 
Offices or Places aforeſaid, that ſhall not 
have within one Year next beiore ſuch 
Election or Choice taken the Sacra- 
© ment of the Lord's Supper, according 
© to the Rites of the Church of England. 


The Teſt Acts runs thus, — For pre- 


venting Dangers. which may happen 
from Popiſh Recuſants.— Be it enacted, 
— That all and every Perion and Per- 


© ſons - that ſhall bear any Office or Of- 
| © fices, Civil or Military, — ſhall re- 
( ceive the Sacrament of the Lord's Suy 


© per according to theUlage of the Church 
« of England. within three Months af- 
© ter his Admittance in, or receiving the 


ſaid Authority and Employment. At 


the cloſe of the Act, High Conſtables, 
petty Conſtables, Tythingmen, Head- 
boroughs, Overſeers of the Poor, Church- 


wardens, Surveyors of the Highways, 


Foreſters, Park-keepers, Bailiffs of Ma- 
nors, and ſuch like private Officers, are 
exempted from this Teſt. 


Now ſuppoſing that every Perſon that 


is elected into any Office in Corpora- 
tions, or that bears any Office, . Civil or 
Military, were exempted from taking 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as 
all thoſe more numerous, tho' lower Of- 
ficers are; the Government, 3 
5 * . 


| 
| 
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Worſhip of the Church of En land would 


be the ſame: The One in the Hands of 
Biſhops, the Other according to the 
Book of Common Prayer: The Rights 
and Privileges, and Revenues would be 
the ſame: And as they continued from 
the Reformation to King Charles IId's 


Days, as ſafe as any Things of this ſort 


can continue, (unleſs in the Times of 
Civil Confuſion, when neither Church 
nor State, Civil nor Ecclefiaſtical Laws, 
could be ſecure,) ſo would they be a- 
gain as ſecure as they were before theſe 
Laws were made. Nor would the Per- 
ſons admitted ro Offices, have more 
Power to change or alter the preſent 

Form, or introduce a new Form, than 
they had before thoſe Acts paſſed. Nei- 
ther the Corporation nor Teſt Acts im- 
ply any Promiſes, or Engagement, or 


Obligation, or De of any kind. not to in- 


troduce any other Form of Government, 
or Diſcipline, into the Church: Neither 
of them imply, or ſuppoſe, any Affection 


to the Rites made ule of: Neither of 


them ſuppoſe any Continuation in Church 
Communion. For as to the Conpora- 


tion Ack, if a Man receives the Sacra- 
ment, any Time within a Tear before 
his Office, he is qualified for his Office: 
And if he takes the Sacrament once wit 5 


1 


/ 


. 

in three $7 5 after his receiving his 
Employment, and certifies that he- has 
dong ſo, this is all that is required by 
the 7% Act. Now, what Evidence does 
the Compliance with either of theſe Acts 
afford us, that a Man, is well,affe&ed to 
the Government of the Church of Engr 
Jang? Neither of theſe Acts require that 
a Man ſhould be ſo much as acquainted . 
with the Form of Government of the 
Church of England, nor with more of 
its Worſhip, Rites; or Ceremonies, c. 
than, what is actually uſed in the Celet 
bration, of the Lord's Supper. 
Ih bheſe Acts then are no Security to the 
Church. nor argue any AMectiou to it; 
Nay, . they viſibly. let into Offices, Men 
that are no more Friends to the Church, 
than the Diſſenters are; Men that 26 
allow*d by this Author ro be ready t 
Join . Party in pulling down' che 
Church. Now what Security is that 
Act to the Church, which /ets in frect 
ly its open, profeſs d Enemies; and is 
no Security againſt covered Ones i ? Inr 
Hels are not kept out; nor any that 
can bring, themſelves to imagine a Con: 
formity to the Communion Service. to 
be not abſolutely. ſinful ; + nay, that can 
N= ee to conform to ſo much 


Service vary as is neceffary to 
EE "= 


= 
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the Reception of the Elements, may 
come into Office. And if no Diſſenter 
when in Office hath once in Sixty V ears 
attempted to ſubvert the Government, 
Worſhip, or Diſcipline of the Church, 
what Grounds are there for Suſpicion 
that they will now on a ſudden attempt 
it? | 8 Bo 
This will help us to underſtand what 
They mean, who make it a Mark of 
Action or Diſiike to 3 Con- 
ſtitution, to be for or againſt the Repeal 
of the Teſt Act. What is, or what can 
be, meant by the Conſtitut ion, when 
Men talk at this Rate? The Govern- 
ment of the Church by Biſbops is the 
ſame, and ſo it was long before the Teſt 
Act was made: The Repeal of it does 
not deſtroy their Seats in Parliament; 
nor take away their Baronies; nor de- 
prive them of their Juriſdiction; nor 
any ways affect them in their Powers, 
or Properties, or Perſons. They are 
left exactly in the ſame State as they 
were both before this Act was paſſed, and | 
which they have been in ever ſince this | 
Ack has exiſted. The inferior Clerg y are 
exactly the fame; no ways touched in 
- their Perſons, Privileges, or Properties. 
cepting that they will not be obliged to 


* 
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n | 


turn the e of che Lonks Sup. 
per into any Political Tool, or made it 
an Inſtrument applicable to Uſes, for 
which our Lord and Saviour never in- 
ſtituted it. Diſſenters indeed will be 
helped , an Incapacity to them will be 
removed. But is this a Change of Con- 
flitution, in either Church or State, 
more than the Repeal of any preſent 
Act of Parliament makes, which gives 
any Eaſe or Help to any, particular Pe 
ſons whatever? The Confliturion of th 
Church is the ſame a, that it was be- 
ö fore the Teft Act paſſed ; and fo: it would 
be ſtill, were the Teſt repealed : unleſs it 
be ſaid to be altered by every Act of Par- 
lament that paſſes in relation to the 
Church. And if this may be admitted, 
then the Conſtitution of Wo Church. has 
been altered threeſcore Times within 
theſe threeſcore Vears; and ſtill the Church 
ſubſiſts, and flouriſhes, and has received 
no Damage by ſuch Changes. 1 5 
Away 8 with theſe Mormoes ; 
and fay openly, that tis juſt to conſine 
all mt of Power and Profit to one 
Sett of Men, 1. e. ourſelves : Say that 
all Tories ought. to be excluded: Then 
diminiſh till the Candidates for Places, 
and ſay that 20 Mhige, but ſuch as think 
as you do, ſhall have them: Then con- 
E 2 tract 
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tract the Numbers again, and ſay that none 

but thoſe of your own Acquaintance” 
ſhall enjoy them; Go on till in this nar- 
row Scheme, and ſay that no Body but 
Hour fr "ſhall * 'enjoy them ; and then 
rruly. c it, a Diſlike, a Diſaſſtitimn, ; 
to the Conſtitution, to let others be rei- 

dered capable of Power. Theſe are the 
Men that are againſt: making their Neigh- 5 
bours eaſy? Theſe are they Who com- 

plain, if Power be not deem'd ri Suchy 
placed in their own Hands! 


2. Tis faid, © That Men our. of Power 1 


are not competent Judges of 7 
9 their Aims and Intentions may b 
hen. in Power. Our Hiſtories will 
not ſuffer us to forget the Conduct 
of the Prebyterians in the Reign of 
King Charles — nor the Conduct of 
the Independents who fled from Per- 
ſecution in Od England, and became 
the moſt rigid Perſecutors = — in New, 
R nn 
'Tis true: But is this an Argumeut to 
perſwade Men to be cafy under Perſe- 
cution for ever? The Se and 
Independents too have been for Perſc- 
cution — Therefore, what! perſecute 
them ſtill in Old England. That they 
who once felt ſo much themſelves from 
Ferſecutions mould Perſecute others, | is 
in 


\2 * 
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Ln 
in good Truth very unaccountable : But 
is this a Reaſon that a Legiſlature ſhould. 
never do them Juſtice, becauſe they 
have been in Times of Proſperity, not 
what they ought to have been? Or is it 
a Reaſon, that thoſe who have perſe- 
cuted others, ſhall never enjoy any 
Place of Profit? If it be, I fear that 
the Church of England Men would be 
excluded by ſuch a Law, as well as 
Presbyterians or Independents. I ſhould” 
| rejoice to ſee the Day, when no Man 
ſhould be admitted to any Place that 
would not directly and in Terms proteſt 
apainſt all manner of Perſecution for Con- 
ſcience fake. For why ſhould auy Man 
ſuffer in his Civil Rights for his Re- 
ligious Sentiments? Or what Authority 
has any one to oppreſs another, for the 
exerting what he has a Right to exert, 
his private Judgment? And for this 
Reaſon, I think it indiſputable, that he 
that declares no Time at all to be proper 
to take off a Hardſhip laid upon Con- 
ſcience, can never be a proper Per ſon to 
be truſted with Power; nor is it poſſible 
to have any Security, as long as ſuch a 
Perſon continues in Power, that even 
greater Harſhips will not be laid on thoſe 
who are, or may be, the Objects of his 
Diſpleaſure. n FAROE r 
FL b But 


n 
But let us conſider this Argument a 
little further. Men out of Power are 
not competent Judges of what theit 
Aims and Intentions may be when in 
Power.“ Therefore do not repeal the 
Teſt Act; nor let the Diſſenters, who 
have © now no ill Intention to the E. 
ſtabliſhed Church, into any Capacity 
for Power. Who are fit to be truſt. 
ed with Power, is a proper Ne at 
which all that are to be ſubje& to it, 
ought to conſider. Not ſuch, ſays this 
Author as have now no ill Intention 
to the Church. Why ? Becauſe Men 
out of Power are not competent Judges 
of what their Aims may be when in 
© Power.” Shall we then truſt them who 
have ill Intentions? For theſe Men 
are not competent Judges neither, when 
out of Power, what they may be when 
© ip Power,” Who then ſhall be truſted? 
For ſome Body muſt have it. Or Which 
way muſt we guard againſt uch Philo- | 
| ſophical Poffibilities of C which, 


* 


if ſteadily and uniformly purſued in ſuch 
Objections as theſe, will either conclude 
| againſt all Power's being truſted in any 
Hand ar all; or elſe, that an open a- 
vowed Enemy to Liberty is as much to 
be truſted and confided in, as any reg | 


= 1 


The Obſervation is certainly true, 
that Power oſten makes Men change 
their Conduct, and often Times intoxi- 
cates them. But ſtill the World is go- 
vern'd tolerably under all theſe Con- 
tingences; and Mankind makes a ſhift 
to gueſs, within certain Degrees, who 
are fit to be truſted with Power, and 
who not. No one was ever ſo weak as 
ro deliver himſelf up, -bound Hand and . 
Foot, to an Enemy, becauſe Men out „ 
power are not competent Judges of "iſ 
© what their Aims or Intentions may be 
© when in Power.” They can tell, that 
Men who write and act upon a Principle 
of either a narrow Mind, or a worſe 
Spirit, will hardly mend. when they 
come into Power, A Perſecutor out of - 
Power would certainly not become a — +: 
Friend to Liberty in Power. He that . - || 
cannot bear, when out of Power, a dif- a 
ferent Opinion from his own, is not to WL 
be depended on when he is in Power, I 
for Liberty, or Indulgence. Tis faid,,  . |} 
The Presbyterians and Indedes, ..- [ 
* . have been Perſecutors when 1 
in Power.” They have ſo; and tis * 
very, ſcandalous. in them to have de.. 
28800 the Reptoach. But as all Parties 
baye been guilty. of this Wickedneſs 
Illacos intra muros, & exira— tis ire r 
7 Iime | | 411.8 
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(49) E 
Time to put an End to all ſuch Ding 
tices. What if they have been Perſe. 


"cutors when al Power. was in thei 


Hands? Does the Repeal. centended for 


Put all Four we their Hands? 2 Is the 


Repeal of t be Teſt AR, in order to pur 
all Churchmen out of Power, and all Dif- 
ſenters in? Or is the Diſſepting Intereſt 
equal to the Church Intereſt ? A their 


' Numbers equal? Or will they continue 


equal upon the Su poſition that they 


may be capacitated or Places of Truſt? 


Or have they not ſuffered for their Sins 
Tong enough, in Suffering as they haye 
fince the Reſtoration? _— 

3. © Herefofore, the Aſſiſtance which 


© the Diſſenters of this Kingdom 0 


ved from their Brethren of Scot lan 
completed the -Deſign. of % NabliſÞing 


FHreslytery: And they will be apt 


to flatter themſelves, that upon a pro: 


c 125 Opportünity, the Zeal of their 
'Y* 


eighbours of Nerth Britain will nor 
© be wanting to effect the fame Uni- 


formity in e throughout the 
© Ifland” 


To all this, no more is neceſſary Li 
be replied, chan in the Words of Rapin, 
— That the Leading Men of the Py 

© againſt the King, were the Perſons 


« that encouraged the Srots to enter 


* Eng- 


J 
. 
L 
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1 England : And this ſame Party \ was 


© Superior in the Parliament. It was 
the Scotch Invaſion that compelled the 
© King ro call the Parliament, 5 it was 
© the ſame that enabled the Parliament to 
© break all the King's Meaſures, and o- 
© bliged him to ſuffer the Redreſs of 
© Grievances.” Thar theſe Leading Men, 
this ſuperior Part, were all Churchmen, 
I muſt refer to the Lord Clarendon, and 


to all the Hiſtorians of thoſe Times: 
That if in Conſequence of * thoſe Diſ- 
ſentions there . followed a War, and a 
\ Subverſion of the Conſtitution in Church, 


as well as State, it was begun by Church- 


men, and not by the Difſenters, of this 
Kingdom: That ſhould ſuch another un- 
happy Scene ariſe, which God forbid, 
| the contingent Means which once were 
uled for bringing about any Event, may 
not be a „ Means at another Time: 


That la ly, whenever a. State of Anar-" 
chy ariſes, tis not a Teſt Act that will 


ſecure any Party from being over- run: 


Nor will it keep within Bounds. ſach as 


© can exempt themſelves from Obedience 


to var Soyercign. "Tis added. 
4. That Time was, when the Dis- 
5 a thought themſelves completely | 
happy in the Toleration, and appear; 


15 ed at leaſt to have 0 further Views : 


a F And 


(4) 2 
Aud if they ſhould ſucceed in their 
< preſent Attempt, Time may be, when 
© they will as little acquieſce in an Ex. 
© emption from the Teſt Act, as they do 
© now in their Toleratzon” 
That the Time was, when ſome Per- 
ſons thought themſelves happy in ob- 
_ taining fome Degree of Liberty, is cer- 
rain; that they thought themſelves com- 
 phetely happy in the Toleration, is not, 
nor can it be proved. Sure I am, that 
at the Time when the Toleration was 
paſſed, ſome, as wiſe and as able Men 
as any, look'd upon that Act as no more, 
that a good Beginning. Ir is not there- | 
fore to be wonder'd at, if Attempts have 
been to mend that Act in ſeveral In- 
ſtances: And ſubſequent Parliaments have 
altered or explained ſome Clauſes further 
than that Act at firſt extended. The 
Writer of the Hiſtory of the Teſt Alt 
now under Conſideration has mentioned 
two or three Inſlances, wherein the Le- 
giſlature has provided againſt the Diſſen- 
ting Teachers incurring Penalties and In- 
conveniences,which they were adjudg d to 
be liable ro by theToleration Act. Which 
ſnews you with what Regard and Truth 
it is laid in another Place, that the 
© Bounds between the Church and the 
Diſſenters cannot be more wiſely ad- 


el 
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' „Juſted, than was by the Legiſlature R 
© immediately after the Revolution: 
Or as it in this Place they thought 
_ © themſelves completely happy in the 
« Toleration.” v. The Diſpute adjuſted. 
'TheDiſſenters had been ſubject to Pe- 
nal Laws, which had been executed with 
no ſmall Degree of Rigour, for a Hun- 
dred Years ; and no Wonder if ben 
Men conceiv'd a great Degree of Happi- 
pineſs from the Indulgence grant 2 
the Revolution. Twas no ſmall Degree 
of Pleaſure to ſee ſome Eaſe granted to 
ecrupulour Conſtiences in the E xerciſe 
of. Religion. But how does it appear, 
that they had no further Views than to 
the Liberty granted at firſt by the To- 
leration Act? Or if they had none, 
how does it appear, that hey ought not, 
or might not very juſtly? So long as 
any People are under any real unmeri- 


ted Hardſhips, they have a Right to at- 


tlempt to get rid of them: And one would 
that this Author is very con- 
- ſcious that they will have till ſome In- 
- conveniences left, ſince he aſſerts, that 
a Time may be, when they will as lit- 
«© tle acquieſce in an Exemption from the 
© Teſt Act as they do now in their Tole- 
* ration.” If they labour under any Le- 
of Inconvealences, which it is not fir in 
9 the 


ing 


>) 


tempts to be cured; of anothet Ail 2: One 
would imagine, that Penal Laws, and 
Legal Incapacities, are never conſidered 
by this Writer as Hardſbips, as Oppreſ 
_ ſuns, as real Sufferings, which every 
Man has a Right to be free from ? Bur 
| he ſeems to conſider Immunities from 
Penal Laws as Favours which no one 
has a Right to, and which tis a Matter 
of mere Grace to give. In this Caſe 
indeed, it might be unjuſtifiable not to 
be content with what a Man has; but 
in the other, no Man ought to be con- 
tent, till de enjoys that Liberty which 
he has a Right-to, and has done nothing 
to forfeit, He adds. | 

5. That they who would now have 
it believed, that all they aim at is the 
removing the Incapacity for Places, 
mah, if they obtain that, carry their 
Menace s ſtill higher, and be yet more 
« troubleſome to their Prince; if they 
* happen to think, that, in the Diſpoſal 
* of Favours, they are not regarded in 
« Full Proportion to their Numbers, and: 
Importance, and great Merit toward | 
the Government.” 
| JF: this Argument has any Ferne ine, 
i is ſach as muſt have proved, that no 
PVenal Laws ought ever to have been re · 
moved, no Grievances whatſoever ought 
. ©. 
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to have been redreſſed. For it may al- 
ways, and upon all Occafions, be ſug- 
geſted, that if you remove one Grie- 
vance People may carry their Menaces 
© ſtill higher,” and be yet more troubleſome 
to their Prince, Ge. And thus the To- 
leration itſelf ought never to have been 
conſented to; nor ought any one good 
Act to have been paſſed. Beſides, this 
Argument will equally hold againſt all 
Favour to Churchmem themſelves, and to 
all Promotions of particular Men in the 
Church, viz. That all they aim at, is 
the preſent Good; if they obtain that, 
they may be yet more troubleſome to 
* their Prince, if they happen to think, 
that in the Diſpoſal of Favours, they - } 
are not regarded in full Proportion to 
their great Merit.“ Sc. And thus everx 
ſingle Perſon, as well as every Society, 
muſt fit down with Grievances and Hard- 
ſhips for ever, if that be the Caſe ; or 
if the other, that they muſt never apply 
for Favour, how much Merit ſoever they 
may haye. He goes en. 
6. © That however harmleſs and in- 
nocent the Intention of the preſent 
. Diſſenters may be, with regard to the 
Church, they cannot anſwer for the 
Intentions of the net Generation." 
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very true: And if this Argument be 
good, it likewiſe follows, that no Grie- 
vance ſhould ever be redreſſed, nor any 
Fayour ever ſhewn to any Merit what- 


eyer. The Father has done ſignal Ser- 


vices, and deſerves the higheſt Regard 
and Eſteem that any Nation can ſhew to 
its Preſerver : But who can © anſwer for 


+ the Intentions of the next Genera- 


tion ?* May, not Power or Fayour 
ſhewn to the Father, be a Means to en- 
able the Son to do more Miſchief ? And 


thus muſt every unreaſonable Thing, 


done by any Legiſlature to any Body of 
Men, continue for ever, for fear leſt 
the next Generation ſhould not have 
Virtue, or Gratitude' enough, to know 
how to value a Fayour granted to their 
© OE rg dg” 8 
HFitherto the Argument of the Impor- 
tauce of the Teſt Act to the Church 
has been conſidered, in anſwer to the Ob- 
jection. that the preſent Generation has 
no ill Intention to the Church.“ The 
next Point is to ſhew, that they either 
are, or may be, formidable from their 


Numbers, or from the Additions of cer- 
tain Enemies to the Church, who never 


will fail to join them in the common 
Concern of pulling down the Church. 


theſe : "Ja 2 4 Im 
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The Arguments urged from) hence ae 


* That accciding th their wok come 
; * ſome late Writings, their Strength 
is very formidable; and if at preſent 
they think themſelves in a Condition 
to carry their Point by Menac ing, what 
will they not enterptize when their 
Menaces have ſucceeded, and they feel 
their Strength, and are fluſhed With 


« Victory? It would be extreme Weak- 


< neſs in a Majority that ſhould" be able 

to carry this firſt Point, to ſtop there, ; 
and not to go on to difarm all Op- 
poſers, and put it out of their Pows, 4 
to diſturb them in their Meaſures for 
the Time to come. NW. 
To this I Anſwer, 1. The real Qua L 
ſtion is not about the Numbers of Dif- | 


ſenters, or whether ( their Streugth be 
very formidable or not: "tus is the 
Thing deſired right or wrong 


2 Is:irft | 
ro put under any Legal Incapacities, of 


to keep ſuch as are under Legal Incapaci- 
ties, in that State for ever, who have 
never forfeited a 


Claims of Right, not 
done any Thing but what they bad | 
ſtrick Right to do; a Right ſuperior to any | 
Legal Rights, and even antecedent to 3. 


* 2 9 Aa FO. founded 


upon 


4 
— 


| W 
upon the Nature of Things; and which 
no Civil Society ought to infringe ; I 
mean, a Right of private Judgment in 
Matters of Religion. Wherher therefore 
the Strength of the Diſſenters be forms- 
Aable or not, it is a Matter of Right that 
is pleaded for, and not a mere Compli- 
ance with a Requeſt founded on the 
Numbers of Supplicants. $0 tO 
2. I muſt ask, what this Author calls 
| hereandelſewhere—* Menacing? Some 
Diſſenters met together ſome Time ago 


| to think of a Proper Application to 


their Superiors for the Redreſs of a 
Grievance which they laboured under: 
They applied with all Decency and Re- 
ſpect for Aſſiſtance to thoſe whom they 
conceived to be the propereſt Perſons in 
the Kingdom to be applied to: When 
they had received not a Denial to the 
the ReaſonaKeneſs of the Thing, but 
2 Declaration that rhe Perſons applied 


to apprehended it to be an improper 


Time to attempt a Repeal or Explication 
of thoſe Acts, and the Gentlemen con- 
cern'd made this Report; ſome that 
were not convinced in their Minds, 
mov'd for a Second Addreſs: When in 


this lixewiſe they had received an An- 


ſwer to the fame Effect. they ſtopped all 
farther Attempts at that Time, What is 
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there in all this that can be ſtiled, Me. 
* nacing?”* Is an Applicppion for. © Af 
© ſiſtance, Menacing? Is it any Threat 
to ask Advice, — quietly to ſubmit to 


2 Denial? When the Great Men of the 


Kingdom declared it to be their Opinion, 
1 = at that Time they were not likely 
to meet with Succeſs in their Attempts, 
and they acquieſced in that Declaration, 
and took no tyrther Meaſures to carry 
their Point, is this Menacing 2* But, 
Some it ſeems met ſomewhere toge- 
ther, and declared thar they would not 
_ for ſuch Members as 1 againſt the 


Repeal. And what if they did, even with 


Varmth expreſs themſelyes? How ma- 
ay were they that did ſo? Were. they an 
undred? Were they Fifty? Were . 
Twenty hat did it? A mighty for- 
8 Strength indeed 1 © Meng- 
cel? And muſt the whole Body ſuffer 
for, the Zea of thele few? many. 
Hundred Thouſand Men be puniſhed for | 
the [ perhaps] Indiſcretion of Twenty 2 
What excellent | Arguing. is this, from 
the Tranſactions. of a few, Gentlemen to 
condemn the Whole, : And What Work 


Would it make againſt. the, Univerſnies, 


che Church of Euglaud it ſelf, the City 
* n . N any - 


(51) 
to puniſh the Whole for the anguarde 
Ex reſſions of a few? 

e oblervable, that as ſoon as this 
Aithor f les that the Diſſenters have 
in the preſent Requeſt, that 
ty they are to become the Ma. 
jority Now, what is it that muſt influ- 
ence ſo powerfully , that immediately 
the Diſſenters are to become this Ma. 
fority ? Is Truth ſo much on their 
Sides, 0 little on the Church Side, that 
48 ſobon as ever they are freed from the 


= Tet Act, all muſt fall down before 
| them? Are the Conformiſts ſo little per- 


ſwaded- of the right Method of Worſhip 
in the Church, chat inſtantly they mu 
become Converts to ſome or . — of 
the Diſfenters ? Have they thus learnt the 
Church? Or whar ſort of Compliment 
is this, thus artificially paid to the Dif- 
feuters, tllat Truth is on their Sides, 
human Lats only on the Church? Or 
will the Charch ceaſe to be U/eful to the 


State? Or will it become the Minority? 


Or what muſt make it ſo, if theſe Acts 
ſhould be repealed. nce it was not the 
Minoriy, before they were made, and 
is certainly very mutll che Majority il; 


more ſo indeed that ever, ſince the 7. 
aun bas deen granted But T muſt 


G * PEEL not 
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not yet have done with this Argument, 
For it is ſaid, 
ag. * Ic would be Walkman in a Ma- 
« jority that ſhall be able tq carry their 
« Point to ſtop there. The Diſſen- 
ters it ſeems are now on a ſudden the 
Aajority. How long has this been 
true? Or what ground is there for chis 
Aſſertion? He goes on, 
© Ir would be Weakneſs-not to go on 
to difarm all Oppoſers, and put it out 
of their Power to diſturb them i in their 
Meaſures for the Time to come. The 
Debate is about the Repeal of Two Acts, 
in favour of the Diſſenters. If they 
ſhould be able to carry this Point. What 
then? Why, it would be Weakneſs not 
to go onto diſarm all Oppoſers. If he 
means, that the Diſſenters ought to pro- 
ceed to Injuries, and Retaliat ions of Se- 
verities; and that it would be Weakneſs in 
zhemnot ro proceed thus far ; This is ſet- 
ting up Rage, and Fury, and Paſſion, and 
Every. Thing that is wrong, as the true 
Mealure of Action: It is declaring that 
no good - natured Act, no Juſtice is eyer 
o be done, for fear of enabling the o- 
blig ed Perſon to do a Miſchief” to you. 
4 theſe deteſtable Politicks of a little 
narrow Spirit, be applied to any other 
Cie, and fee how they will then Ne 
* 


Juſtice. in any Matter of Right, becauſe 


( 53) oh 
Never e. g. do a good-natured Action 
to Inferiors, never do them common 


when they ſucceed. and they feel their 
Strength, and are fluſhed with Victory. 


dit would be ext ream Weakneſs in them 


not to proceed, and go on to diſarm 
© all. Oppoſers, and put it out of their 
« Power to diſturb them for the Time 
to come. How would this Argument 


bave ſounded, when the Diſſenters re- 
queſted a Toleration? Did they by that 
become a Majority? And have they 
Aiiſarm d the Church? And are they be- 


come thoſe dreadful Subverters of Wt | 


Right? Truly juſt in the ſame Way, as 
they will, when this additional Plealur 
is ſhewn them, . e. not at all. 


When the formidable strength of the 


Diſſenters was under Conſideration, this 
4 I is added to the former. 


That the Strength of the Diſſen· 


. _ is known to lie in the Cities and 
| 0 Boroughe; where their Influence will 
+ always be in Proportion to the Share 


© they have in the Government of thoſe 


£ © Places... A Circumſtance very fit to be 


© attended: to, when we conſider. how 


£ large a Proportion of Members of the 


« Houſe f of Gahan 2 are perde from 


Let 
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Need of continuing the rn Reſtaints 


OH _ 
Let this Circumſtance be attended to 
der fo long, tis known and allowed 
that che Teſf is not to be taken by Mem. 
bers of the Houſe of Commons + They 
are under no Obligations to qualify them- 
ſelves for their Seats in Parliament; and 
therefore as Diſſenters are returnable, 
and are returned, theſe Acts are no Se 
curities to the Church againſt fach as are 
Members of Parliament. This is granted 
by this Author; who therefore makes 
his Inference thus, The fewer Teſts 
Arbere ate upon the Bleed, che greater 
© Need there is to continue the preſent 
* Reſtraints upon the Power and Influ- 
© ence of the Blectors. Let us there 
fore examine this Principle of the great 


en Eleffors. 

It is not the place to enter pb the 
Difference of Fenures now in England: 
Nor to enquire why a Copy- Holder may 
not ud Vote; nor — 5 every Honſe- 
keeper in ſome very large Boroughs 
have a Right to Vo: and in others 
the Right is conſined to ſome few Elec- 
tors; nor why Part of the People have | 


no more Right to chooſe à R 


tive, than if they had no Property, or 


were in ry Me PE ory rs —_— The 
- | Reftrainrs 1 


(9) 
Reſtraints laid upon Electors and Electea, 
as to their ſhare of Property, is likewiſe 
now out of the Debate; and all that is 
contended for is, the great Need of con- 
_ © tinniag the preſent Reſtraints. Now 
3 to This: 1 would oblexye, 


T. The preſent. Reſtraines in» the ee 
poration and Teſt Acts do not at all 
concern: ſuch. as are returned into the 
Houſe of Commons; nor do they con- 
cern any of the preſent Electors of Mem- 

bers . for Parliament, as ſuch: A Diſſen- 
ter may elect, or be elected; and may 
be returned to Parliament to Aebare, to 
do, and to conſent to all ſuch Points 
as ſhall be. ordained concerning any of 
thoſe urgent Cauſes for which a Parlia- 
ment is 767 A Diſſenter may be 
now a Returning. Officer, or Mayor of 
2 Corporation, if he happens within a 
Veax before his Election to have received 
the Sacrament according to the Rites of 

the Church of 8 and within 

three Months after his Election receives 
it again in the ſame Manner. From this 
1.-argue chus, Thoſe Reſtraining Acts, 
which were never impoſed nor deſigned 
upon either Electors or 

& ught not to be continued up- 
cn Elecors. But ſuch are the -Corpo- | 


ration | 


: Teſt AA. 13 berefore: they 


oops not to be continued. 1 anne,” | 
2. Thar ſuppoſing ſome Reſtraints are 


* % 
- 
K 8 
" 


| = be laid upon Electors, yet they ought 
not to be laid on Men merely becauſe 
_ they diſſent from the Eſtabliſhed Religion. 
For as Civil Society was erected for the 
Security of the Civil Iutereſts of Man- 
kind, that which has no Relation to hurt 
Civil Society, ought not to be the Reaſon 
of hurting Men in their Civil Rights. 
Now the Religious Sentiments or - Opi- 
nions of Men, which neither concern the 
Lives, nor the Poſſeſſions, nor the Liber- 
ties of any Perſons, do not relate to the 
Things of this Life, to which alone the 
Civil Magiſtrate's Care extends it felf: 
but hy relate to the Care of Souls, 
and to a future Life, which the Civil 
e's Power does not reach to, 
and which never committed to him 
by God or Man; and conſequently to 
deprive any one of Civil Rights, which 
have: never been forfeited, or given up, 
is the nr as to n the 1 925 of | 
\anorber. ee 
3. is 0 thar the preſent; Re- 
< Krain upon the Power and Influence 
«© of Electors - to be continued? If 
7 ald as 2 lt is, becauſe the 
| Hor bare lach an — upon the 
| Elected 


597) 


"Bleed: If the Influence they have, be 
much as is prejudicial to the State, I ac- 
knowledge that I think it is not enough 
to continue the preſent Reſtraints upon 

them, but more ought to be added. But 


then it muſt be proved, that their In- 
fluence is, or may be, prejudicial to 


the State. Now inſtead of proving that 
the Influence of the Diſſenters would be 
A to the State, we meet with 
little elſe beſides poſitive Aſſertions, or 

Harangues about rhe Confuſion that pro- 
buably would ariſe from an imaginary, 


ſett led Ill. will to the Church: Without 


conſidering, that all the III- will that 

formerly was ſhewn, all the Rancour and 

Malice that heretofore was profeſſed, a- 
roſe from a continued State of Oppre/- 
on, and Perſecution ; and natural ly 
ſubſi des as ſoon as Liberty is granted. 


But, I ſuppoſe, the Influence of E- 


. 1 ber relates to the Diflenters getting 
into Cor porat ions, and acquiring a Right 
by that means to Vote for Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament: And that therefore 
the preſent Reſtraints ſhould be continu- 
| ed, in order to keep them from being 
"Aldermen, &c. i. e. V. orers for Mem- 
| bers of Parliament. | 
And are Chiurchmen 15 Bs: re | 
> from: ſuch — 2 Diſſenters 


are 


(B). 
are made capable of . them ? Or 
are there not as many, nay, are there 
not many more Churchmeu than Di / 
enters in the Boroughs? Or by what 
155 is it ſy poſed, that a// the Borou f 
owns of Pre land, are inſtantly to 
in Diſſent ing Hands? Ir is known, = 
very. many of the Richer fort amongſt 
the. Diſſenters , Occaſionally conform, 
and quality themſelves for Offices: The 
preſent Reſtraints are no Reſtraints to 
them; And conſequently their Influence 
is not prejudiced by the Tp: And, yer, 
how few Diſſenters sre now returned to 
Parliament; or What. would be the hurt 
to Church or State, if many more of 
that Body were to be returned, when 
Liberty and ood Uſage have abated all 
l and Sharpneſs, and have ren- 
reg Rue as they "ought: to be, ſocial 
e e een her bd 
The rgument ere uſe to rove 
be 9 of the Teſt AQ 0 the | 


hes ; LING the Pilſner kk beſides their 
© own Weight, are ſure xo be joined in 
{all Ry lg againſt the El liſhment 

arch by great. Nu mbers, who 
© will join. with them in pulling down, 


6 W by nothing elſe, vis. by Infidels, 
_— RN vw zublick 


MTt ia v3 ft Fad 
— 


Worlhip, 


| . * 50 Wm : N 
«Wor! Py and a national Miniſtry, — 
aby ſuch as are againſt Biſhops and 
© Churchmen, — —by ſuch as imagitte, rhar 
das long as a "Church Eftabliſhment ſub⸗ 
3 filts Civil Liberty cannot be fafe.“ 
© Theſe united are evidently a Force 
© too formidable ro be deſpiſed or ne- 
© oledted: And the Biſſenters muſt think 
© the Friends of tlie Church of Englund 
© the weakeſt People upon Earth, i they 
1 ſuppole: they will be eaſy. and un- 
© concerned at teeing that Force fuer 
c  ſtrengrhened, and rendered yet more 
© formidable by new Additions, of Power 
"and Influence” “ l 
Whatever there if in theſe declatmato- | 
Topics, the Author forgets chat every 
bord of this fort might as Joſt have 
been, and aQually was urged, when the 
Toleration Ac Was granted, as 8000 it 
can, when a Re zeal of theſe Acts is ap- 
plied for. This Bis ay of Argyiing, in thoſe 
Times | of * * Zeal for Ty 2 


81224 


it is 1 che Rk 125 5 che Hef At. 
The Diſſenters, they might have faid, 
were a formidable Body and a Tolerk- | 

tion would make them 'more'fo : © "They 
© would always be joined in alt Arreniprs 
* agaipſt the Eſtablimment of the Church. 
ot ; "oy. 


(687) 2 
by great Numbers, who will join them 
© in pulling down, tho' in nothing elſe, 
Oc, And hence they might have infer- 
red, that therefore no Toleration ought / 
to have been granted, —\—  _ 
But, as notwithſtanding ſuch ſort of 
Topics, frightful in the Imaginations of 
ignorant, or recluſe Men, the Tolera- 
tion has produced many good Effects, 
and not one Evil one that I could ever 
hear of; ſo the Repeal of the Acts con- 
tended for, may produce much Good, 
without any of the Miſchiefs portended. 
That there are Injidels, and Enemies 
to our Eſtabliſhment, muſt be allowed. 
But that the Corporation and Teſt Acts 
are the Security or Fence to our Eſtabliſh- 
ment in Church and State, or that which 
N from Ruin, is what can never 
e proved. There were always In fidelt, 
and Enemies to the Church: And there 
were likewiſe Times when theſe Acts 
were not in Being; and in thoſe very 
Times, Diſſenters were a much more for. 
midable Strength than is pretended now. 
And yet the Church ſubſiſted notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe © Additions of Power 
© and Influence,” and never had been ſha- 
ken, had not Civil Wars confaunded all 


® 
* 


\ 


T Things: And ſhonld Civil Wars again be 


 Tailed, tis not Corporation and Teſt Acts 
˙»»„» rn 


=. = 
which will be any Security to Church or 
State. The Repeals of them, as all Con- 
ceſſions of Liberty always do, will ſoften. 
Men's Tempers; will reconcile Diſſenters 
and Churchmen together, and will make 
- them friendly ; an. if there be any Spark 
of Enmity or Hatred, this will be a Means 
ro extinguiſh it, and to eſtabliſh that Love 
and Charity which the Goſpel ſo effectu- 
ally recommends; and in . | 
will be a ſtrong Guard againſt any ſuch 
Effects of 11]-nature, or Paſſions, or Re- 
yenge, as this Writer imagines, 
But let us conſider, after all, what 
* this Force, further ſtrengrhen'd. and 
rendered yet more formidable, is. Diſ- 
ſenters under ſeveral Denominations, in 
Oppoſition to one another, as well as 
to the Church, by the Repeal of theſe 
Acts, are made capable of enjoying 
Places of Power; which at preſent ſome. 
of them will not accept. It is not ima- 
gin d, that they or any are to be admit 
ted into Places, (if the King thinks fit 
to employ any of them,) without ſuch 
oper Securities of their Mlegiance, 3s 
ſhal be judged ſufficient. The State 
therefore will have as much Security as 


* 


” 


eum be; and the Queſtion is only con- 
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( 62 ) 
p are againſt each other; and cone. 
per Fri each will equally oppoſe one 
another, as much as they do the Church: 
And amongſt the four” additional Helps 
to the Diſſenters which this Author has 
made; the Firſt, i. e. the Inſſdels, are 
equally” Enemies to all, both to Dif- 
ſenters and to Churchmen; the third 
Sort, vig. ſuch as Aud 4 Particular 
Pleaſure in vexing Biſhops and Cler- 
Omen as ſuch, muſt be ak all Dif. 
enters as much as againſt the Church. 
There remain therefore, What this Au- 
thor for Number ſake, has ranked under 
his Second: and fourth Heads of Auxi. 
liaries, vis. ſuch as are agamſt a Na 
tional Miniſtry ; and ſuch as think that 
as long as a Church E tabliſhment ubſifts,” 
Civil Liberty cannot fubſiſt. Add theſe 
to the Diſſenters of any one Denomi- 
nation, and judge what a formidable 
Strength this is againſt the Church, and | 
all the other Diſſenters united. a 
But till, This is not the hole of 
what m ay juſtly y be urged. For the Re- 
peal of theſe Acts only sass an Inca. 
Pr for Places, it does not give he 
Places to any Body. Tis. ſtill in the 
Breaſt of he” aner powers, 1. E. of 
Cpburchmen, to grant the Poſſeſſion to Diſ- 
ſenters: And ſuppoſe them in ſeveral Cor- 
| porations 


4 


( 63 ) | 
porations.to be Mayors, Aldermen, Ju- 
ſlices of the Peace, or to have what In- 
fluence you pleaſe. in thoſe Places, you 
muſt conſider that there are ſome that 
will and do conform Occaſionally al- 
7 you muſt add therefore only ſuch 

c 


as the Repeals will help, and this is the 
only additional Weight or Strength that 


mut or ought to be conſidered: And 


what Probability is there of Miſchief 


ſrom this formidable Body ? But I muſt 
obſerve ſtill further, 1. 

If the Diſſenters were to act united. 
againſt the Church united, they could 


not make any formidable Oppoſition. 
But as the Diſſenters are in Fact diſuni- 


red, and conſiſt of Anabaptiſts, Inde. 
. pengents, Presbyterians, Quakers, Gc. 


ſhould any one Party among them ſer 


up for Power, or attempt to. deprive 


the Church of its Prerogatiyes, it would 


be oppoſed by Three in Four among 


themſelves, as well as by the unite 


Strength of Churchmen, who would for 
their own Security become unanimous - 


againſt the common Enemy.  _. 


Hut it is idle to diſpute about ſuch re- 
mote Poſſibilities as theſe, The Point is, 


is it not Juſtice, to Men who have ſhewn 


themſelves zealouſiy affected to the State 
for many Years, to remove a Civil In- 


ak | capacity 
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as much as any Men can have a Right, 
to get a Civil Incapacity removed? Have 
they by any Act forfeited their Civil 
Rights? When theſe Points are ſettled, 


the leſſer Conſiderations will eaſily be 


reſolved; ſuch as the Intereſt of Charch- 
men, or the Danger to the Church, or 
the Probabilities of their Uniting to de- 


{troy rhe Church,” or whether any Time | 
be 9 7 to apply for the Repeals of 
the 


Acts, and what that Time may be. 


Hitherto this Matter has been con- 


ſidered merely Politically, and what has 
been ſuggeſted againſt the Repeals has 
been ſhewn to be weak, and inconclu- 
ſive; and that theſe Acts are really of no 


Importance to the Church; if they were 


repealed, no Harm could enſue to us, 


and much Juſtice would be done to o- 


thers. But this Point ſhould be conſi- 
dered in another View. n 


5 2 7 


When King William aſcended the 


Throne, he very early recommended to 
the Parliament ro © leave Room for the 
< Admiſſion of all Proteſtants, that were 
© willing and able to ſerve.” Upon this 


a Clauſe was brought into the Houſe of 


Lords to take away the Neceſſity of re- 
ceiving the Sacrament to make a Man 


capable of enjoying any Office, Em: 
er enjoying” any” © 


5 ploy- 
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pron, or Place of Truſt. But this 

ing rejected by a great Majority, the 
Lords Delamere, Stamford, North and 
Grey, Cheſterfield, Wharton, Lovelace, 
and Vaughan entered their diſſent for 


theſe Reaſons. 1. That a hearty Union 
among, Proteſtants was a greater Securi- 
ty to the Church and State, than any 
Teſt that could be invented. 2. That 
an Obligation to receive the Sacrament 
in Churches, was now a Teſt on the Pro- 
teſtants, rather than on the Papiſts, and 


as long as it was ſo continued, there 


could not be that hearty and perfect 
Union among the Proteſtants, as had al- 
ways been wiſhed, and was at this Time 
_ indiſpenſably neceſſary.” And laſtly, that 
a greater Caution ought not to be re- 
Fo uired from ſuch as were admitted into 


flices, than from the Members of the 


Two Houſes of Parliament, who were 


not obliged to receive the Sacramenr, 


to enable them to ſit in either Houſe. 


When this Point was loſt, another | 


Attempt was made, which was, by in- 
ſerting a Clauſe in the faid Bill, to pre- 

vent the receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper upon any other account 


than in Obedience to the Holy Inſtitution 
thereof: And to provide, that any Man 
Thould be JEST, Tg for any 
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who within a Year before, or after his 


Admiſſion — did receive the Sacrament 


of the Lord's Supper, either accordin 5 


to the Ulage of the Church of Englan 


or in any other Proteſtant Congregation, 


and could produce a Certificate under the 
Hands of the: Miniſter, or Two other 
credible Perſons. 


This Clauſe was likewiſe rejeQed.— 


However, Six Lords, Oxford, Love- 


lace, W harton, Mordant. Montague, 


and Pager e their Biſlent. The 


Reaſons are worthy the Conſideration of 
all who have any regard to Juſtice or 


Truth, and therefore I ſhall give them 


* Reader here. 


© Ir gives great 2 of the Prote- 
ngland Reaſon to 
complain of Inequality, and hard U- 
© ſage, when they are excluded from 
publick Employments by Law: And 
alſo, it deprives the King and King- 
dom of divers Men, fit and capable to 
ſerve the Publick in ſeveral Stations; 
and that for a mere ſcruple of Con- 
ſcience, which can by no means ren- 
der them ſuſpected, much leſs diſaftec- 
170 to the Government. 
His Majeſty, as the common and 
s. Father of his People, being 


; __ © expreſs 


A 


„ 

expreſs' d an earneſt deſire of Liberty 
for tender Conſciences to his Proteſtant 
Subjects; and my Lords the Biſhops 
© having, divers of them, on ſeveral Occa- 
© fions, profeſſed an Inclination to, and 
© own'd the Reaſonableneſs of, ſach a 
* Chriſtian Temper: We apprehend it 
© will raiſe Suſpicion in ſome Mens Minds 
© of ſomething elſe than the Care of Re- 
« ligion, or the Publick, and different 
from a "ay. to heal our Breaches, 
© when they find that by confining Se- 


| © cular Employments to Ecclefiaſtical 


Conformity, thoſe are ſhut out from 
Civil Affairs, whoſe Doctrine and Wor- 
© ſhip may be tolerated by Authority of 
Parliament; there being a Bill before 
us by Order of the Houſe to that pur- 
© poſe: Eſpecially when without this ex- 
* cluſive Rigour, the Church is ſecured 
© in all Privileges and Preferments, no 
© Body being hereby let into them who 
© is not ſtrictly conformableQ.. 
3. © To ſet Marks of Diſtinction and 
© Humiliation on any. fort of Men, who + 
| © have not rendered themſelves juſtly 
© ſuſpected to the Government, as it is 
© at all Times to be avoided by the Ma- 
kers of juſt and equitable Laws, ſo 
© may it be particularly of ill Effect to 
the Reformed Intereſt at home and a- 
Ce + eg. Eo So broad 
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broad in this preſent Conjuncture, which 
ſtands in need of the united Hands 
and Hearts of all Proteſtants, againſt 
the open Attempts and ſecret Endea- 
vours of a reſtleſs Party, and a po- 
tent Neighbour, who is more zealous 
than Rome it ſelf to plant Popery in 


theſe Kingdoms, and labours with his 


utmoſt Force to ſettle Tyranny upon 
the Ruins of the Reformation thro” all 


Europe. 
4. © It turns the Edge of a Law (ve 


know not by what Fate) upon Prote- 
ſtants, and the Friends to the Govern- 
ment, which was intended againſt Pa- 
piſts, to exclude them from Places of 
Truſt, as Men avowedly dangerous to 
our Government and Religion. And 
thus the taking the Sacrament, which 


was injoin d only as a means to dil: 


cover Papiſts, is now made a diſtin- 
guiſhing Duty amongſt Proteſtants, to 
weaken the Whole by caſting off a 
of of them. 

© Myſteries of Religion, and Di. 
* Worſhip, are of Divine Original, 


and of a Nature fo wholly diſtin& from 


the ſecular Affairs of publick Society, 
that they cannot be apply'd to thoſe 


Ends; and therefore the Church, by 


the Law of the Sap. * well as com- 
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mon Prudence, ought to take Care 
© neither to offend tender Conſciences 


« within irſelf, nor give Offence to thoſe 


© without, by mixing their ſacred My- 
© ſteries with Secular Intereſts. _ | 


6. We cannot ſee how it can con- 
{ fiſt with the Law of God, common 
Equity, or the Right of any Free- 
born Subject, that any one be puniſh'd 
* without Crime. If it be a Crime, not 
d to take the Sacrament according to the 
| © Uſageof the Church of England every 
| © one ought to be puniſhed for it; which 
no Body affirms: If it be no Crime, 
thoſe who art capable, and judg' d fit 
for Employments by the King, ought 
not to be puniſh'd with a Law of Ex- 
* clufion, for not doing that which is 
* no Crime to forbear. 


W This was the Judgment of K. William, 


as Wiſe a Man as any of this Age, and 
this the Sentiment of thoſe noble Pa- 
triots, who had the Intereſt of the Re- 
volution at Heart. 
The Political Reaſons have been ſuf⸗ 
ficiently diſcuſſed; tis fir now a little 
ro conſider this Point as Chriſtians. Our 
Saviour has Inſtituted a particular Rite 
for certain Ends' ſpecified i in the New Te- 
ſtament, vis. to remember his Death 
and Paſſion, and to be a Sign of 1 
P 


R 
ſhip amongſt his Diſciples. No wonder 
therefore, whilſt theſe Ends are kept. in 

View, that from the moſt early Times 
of Chriſtianity, the actual joining in 


_ © Communion, was eſteem'd the moſt 


proper Proof that Men were Chri- 

© /tians. But ſince the Times that the 
Sacrament has been made the Tool of 
Politicians, the Means to keep Men out 
of, or to qualify them for, Places and 
Employments, it is now no longer an 
Proof at all that Men are Chriſtians; 
ſince ſuch as disbelieve all Revelation, 
equally acting of that ſacred Inſtitu- 
tion with the moſt profeſſed Believers. 1 
Tad macs, on 1 
2. Tis no Evidence, that Men are 
Chriſtians, * conforming to the Wor- 
ſhip approved and eſtabliſhed by the 
State.“ It can only prove that ſome 
Men are obliged to conform Twice in 
their Lives to the eſtabliſhed Worſhip. | 
And is it of any real Conſequence to 
the Church, or is it any Cement be- 
twixt the Church and State, that a Man, 
_ conforms Twice in his Life ? What Evi- 
dence is this, that a Man has any Af. 
fection for either Church or State? 

3. The Receiving the Sacrament ac- 
cording to the Uſage of the Church of 
England, as a Qualification for any 3 
© b ce, 
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© IF is a real Debaſing one of the moſt 
ſolemn Inſtitutions that ever was made, 

into a mere State Engine, to- "deprive 
ſome Men of their Rights which they 
haye- never forfeited; to Mark Men as 
Enemics to the State, who are known 
to be hearty Friends ro it; and to be a 


„ Sign of tomething to which it has not 1 
f 0 much as an indirect Tendency. 

to 4. The Sacramental- Teſt has 5 na: 
F 1 * a Tendeney to pervert Mens Minds 
from the original Deſign of the Iuſtitu- 
; on, that in ſome of he mol remark 
, able Churches in this Town, to which 
» | W Gefitlemen reſort the moſt uſually for 
. chat Purpoſe, the officiating Clerk with an 
Wh audible Voice orders all ſuch as come for 
e W= Qualification, ro ſtand Separate from 
= ſuch as come for Devotion: Natural 
e common Senſe caſily diſtinguiſhing, what 
e ſearce any Body can unite in their Minds. 
n And now I leave the Reader to judg e. 

). W whether the Sacramental Teſt be of any 
o importance to either Church or State; 
+» whether it be not a real Prejudice to 
, Chriſtianity it ſelf; and whether that 
- Wvbich: is prejudicial to Chriſtianity can 


f. be of Importance to the Church of Eng- 

and. Or if one conſiders the State 
C- diſtinct from the Church, it is an In- 
of oy to take away Mens Rights, which 


may 


Good can poſlibly be obtained to 
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they have never forfeited; it is weaknj 
the State it ſelf; it is an Hardſhip 
upon the Government, and no one fing 


State by it. The Continuance there 
of ſuch a Teſt, has much Evil in it, 
no Good: It is a real Damage to Ch 
ſtianity, and a Grief to all its moſf 
rious Profeſſors : And therefore eye 
Friend to either Church or State, ſha 
heartily unite in their Endeavours ta 
| thoſe Acts repealed or explained. 


